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	Deutsche Evangelisch-Lutherische St.-Pauls-Kirche
	

	315 West 22nd Street (8th Avenue), New York

Mailing address: P.O. Box 1971, New York, NY 10113-1971
	

	Tel: 212 / 929-1955 – Fax: 212 / 929-2947

Homepage: www.stpaulny.org - E-mail: pastor@stpaulny.org
	

	Bank account A/C#. 95285589, Citi Bank, Routing Nr. 021000089

Bank account in Germany: EKK-Hannover, BLZ 250 607 01; A/C#  618551
translation - originally sent in German, dated as of June 3, 2004
	


“Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it”  -  Psalm 127,1

Dear members and friends of St. Paul’s,

Acknowledging the futility of all our earthly labors, we nevertheless come to you with a request to help support the building of St. Paul’s congregation in New York. Despite all our human failings, He wishes that our church exists and flourishes. And that is why we are confident that our building is not in vain but, rather, that we can depend on the concrete support of you, the members and friends of this house of our Lord, St. Paul’s. This letter is intended to help you understand just what support St. Paul’s needs.

The 2004 budget, accepted by the congregation and board on March 28, 2004, projected total expenditures of approximately $218,000. To partially cover these costs we project the following revenues: (1) support from the EKD, the Evangelical Church in Germany, of about $21,000 (approx. 10% of our needs), (2) rental income of about $18,000 (assuming stable, continuing rental demand), and (3) interest income of about $24,000. The remaining projected deficit of $155,000 needs to be covered by membership dues, donations and other contributions. This translates to a monthly need of approx. $13,000 that we look to our 137 member households and our other friends to cover. As you can see, St. Paul’s existence depends wholly on regular contributions from all our members, friends and other supporters. Without you we cannot survive.

Therefore we must present our members with an urgent request: would you please tell us what level of regular support you are willing to pledge? (Note: In Germany, the standard pay deduction is 9% of one’s taxes or about 2.5% of one’s gross income. In the U.S., while donations are decided individually, annual pledge goals are set and “offering envelopes” remind members to “tithe” even when they are absent from church.)

To our other friends and supporters that have supported us financially, we first wish to express our sincere gratitude. However, we also ask you to consider helping us build and maintain our church. We appreciate even the smallest donation and recognize, as Jesus taught us, that sometimes less can be greater than more (Luke 21). 

An efficient method of support is the automatic payment via online banking or direct deposit. Checks can be mailed to our PO Box above (not to our street address, please!). In all cases, we will happily provide tax receipts.

In closing, we would like to express our most heartfelt appreciation for all your help, financial and otherwise, and remain, sincerely, in the Name of our Lord,

Board Chairman: Hubert Kolb

Treasurer: Rainer Kraft

Pastor: Wilfried Wassermann
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2004 Pledge for St. Paul’s, New York 

(Please return no later than September 1, 2004)

Name: _______________________________

Address:____________________________________

1. I hereby pledge to continue to support St. Paul’s New York with a donation of $ _______________ monthly.

2. I hereby pledge to support St. Paul’s New York with a one-time donation of $ _______________.

3. From ___/___/___ on, I pledge to support St. Paul’s New York with a [weekly/monthly] [direct deposit / automatic payment] of $ _______________.

