Wedding Music -
Selecting the Music 

Sometimes couples want to include popular songs or theatrical instrumental works in a Wedding Liturgy. Music composed for social entertainment is not congruent with the nature of the liturgy. That you might have heard such songs at other churches is not sufficient, if the music does not have Church approval. Marriage is a sacrament and the music at the ceremony reflects the dignity and mystery of such an union. The texts intended to be sung should be drawn chiefly from holy scripture and from liturgical sources. We are celebrating God’s love for the Church, that forms the foundation for the love shared by man and woman. Many popular songs are more apt for social entertainment at the reception that follows the service, than for the sacredness of the marriage ceremony. There are a number of music pieces that you can choose from. The list below contains some suggestions. 

Processionals 

1. Johann Pachelbel Canon in D

2. Johann Sebastian Bach Air 

3. Jeremiah Clarke Trumpet Voluntary
4. Henry Purcell Trumpet Tune 
5. G.F.Händel Ouvertüre from Fireworks

After the lessons/exchange of vows

1. Johann Sebastian Bach Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring

2. Felix Mendelssohn Praeludium in G
3. Léon Boëllmann  Prière à Notre-Dame from Suite Gothique
4. G.F. Händel Air
5. G.F. Händel Largo from Xerxes
6. G.F. Händel Menuett“ from Berenice
7. Ludwig Krebs Trio in D

Recessionals

1. G.F. Händel Hornpipe from Water Music

2. Siegried Karg-Elert  Now thank we all our God

3. Charles-Marie Widor Toccata from Symphony V

4. L.Boëllmann  Menuett from Suite Gothique

5. Théodore Dubois Toccata in G

6. Felix Mendelssohn Allegro from Sonata III

Organist 

The basic rate is $300. If an outside singer is engaged by you, there is an additional fee of $50. 

The organist does NOT attend the wedding rehearsal. This rate includes standard service playing during the wedding liturgy plus a 10-15 minute prelude program on the organ. This fee also entitles you to a total of one hour’s worth of consultation with the organist, if desired. 

Please note that the organ of St. Pauls is presided over by its resident organist. Therefore the right of first refusal for wedding playing always resides with the resident organist. If you desire another organist, you must obtain the approval of the resident organist. The fee for the resident organist still applies.

